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281196 Figure 3: Joint Strike Fighter Critical Technology
Readiness Levels at Program Start Note: Due to the current
Joint Strike Fighter competition, the critical technologies are
not identified so as not to associate them with the respective
contractors. Source: Joint Strike Fighter program office. As
shown in figure 3, none of the Joint Strike Fighter critical
technologies had achieved the desired technology readiness
level of six by program start. Instead, all of the technologies
were at readiness levels of two or three, which means that, at
best, analytical and laboratory studies had been completed or
very early components had been developed. We also obtained
program office and contractor data assessing the expected
maturity levels for the Joint Strike Fighter as it enters
engineering and manufacturing development in March 2001.
The Air Force Research Laboratory considers TRL 7 as
acceptable for low risk when entering the engineering and
manufacturing development stage. This maturity...
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