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illustrated. 1869 edition. Excerpt: . .. nor our appreciation can arrive at. He perceives them in their birth, in their
early beginnings, even before they manifest themselves. He possesses, as it were, a kind of physical prescience.
What more natural than that man, whose perception is much slower, and who does not recognize them We
subjoin Drydens version of the above passage ( Georgia, Book l. 1: Wet weather seldom hurts the most unwise,
So plain the signs, such prophets are the skies: The wary crane foresees it first, and sails Above the storm, and
leaves the lowly vales; The cow looks up. and from afar can find The change of heaven, and snuifs it in the
wind. The swallow skims the rivers watery face, The frogs renew the croaks of their loquacious race. . .. Besides,
the several sorts of watery fowls, That swim the seas, or haunt the standing pools; The swans that sail along the
silver flood, And dive with stretching necks to search their food, Then lave their back with sprinkling dews in
vain, And stem the stream to meet the promised rain. The crow, with clamorous cries, the shower demands,
And single stalks along the desert sands. The nightly virgin, while her wheel she plies, Foresees the storm
impending in the skies. until after the event, should interrogate this instructive precursor which announces
them This is the principle of auguries. And there is no truer wisdom than this pretended folly of antiquity.
Meteorology, especially,...
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