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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****From the INTRODUCTION. In the fourth book of Ezra (the second of
Esdras in our Apocrypha) the transition from the thirty-fifth to the thirty- sixth verse of the seventh chapter
must strike even a superficial reader as singularly abrupt. That this want of coherence was felt by the earliest of
modern commentators on the book, is proved by his elaborate attempt to supply a train of thought in order to
bring the two verses into connexion. It was not however till the beginning of the eighteenth century that appeal
was made to another representative of the lost original. Then appeared Ockley s translation of the Arabic
version, where between the verses in question a long passage intervenes, which carries on the thread of the
narrative in an artless and appropriate manner. In the present century the text of the Arabic has been printed,
the long neglected Armenian translated, and the apparatus criticus of the book greatly increased by the
publication of the text and translation of the following versions: the Aethiopic, the shorter Arabic (Arab.), and,
last but not least, the Syriac, and in all of them the hiatus is, found to be filled up in essentially the same way. As
these versions seem generally to be of independent origin, and some are of considerable antiquity, their
agreement on this point raises a strong presumption that the additional matter formed part of the Greek text
from which they were derived. Not only so, but there is decisive evidence that the Latin version also once
contained the passage which is now absent; for Ambrose, in his treatise De Bono Mortis, drew largely for
illustration froin this version, and especially...
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